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CAPTAINS BLOG
Hello Fellow Golfers
Well, that?s the golf season finished for another year. For
some it?s time to say goodbye to the clubs until the Spring,
while others will look out the winter wheels for their buggies
and layer up for the cold days ahead.
My sincere thanks to Andy and his team for all their hard work in
presenting the course in wonderful condition throughout the year and
the envy of many local clubs. This has not only kept our own members
happy but visitors to our open competitions and the many visiting parties
have all remarked on how well the course has looked.
Our final competition took place on Saturday with a closing day Texas
scramble. In the evening we were treated to a visit to the Clubhouse from
Rod Stewart (well nearly). A great evening was had by all and again my
thanks to Fiona and Baber and their staff who have worked tirelessly

throughout the year to attract top class entertainment and provide excellent catering.
All things considered, we have been able to provide what has been as close to a normal golfing
year as possible and responded well to the challenges of the pandemic and introduction of the
new World Handicap system. We have attracted many new members and been able to
undertake some course development work as a result of our sound financial position.
I am hopeful that the drainage works recently undertaken on the first and second holes and
the ongoing greens treatments will extend the playing season a bit longer with favourable
conditions. Let?s hope for a mild and dry Winter after what has been a great golfing season.
Captain Bill
@golfcarluke

facebook.com/carlukeGC

carlukegolfclub

youtube.com

COURSE UPDATE
Hello again I have finally decided that we will bring the hoses in now, as there now seems to be
sufficient rainfall to keep the course moist!! Lets hope that the rainfall we get over the
next few weeks is not too excessive, and will therefore allow us to get all the areas
aerated, while conditions are still good. Obviously, we have already begun this, with the
greens being hollow tined last month. I think thats the first time in all my years
greenkeeping, that I've thought like a golfer, and didnt want the greens to be done!!lol. I
played on the Sunday, the day before they were done, and the greens were really good.
However, my greenkeepers hat won over my golfing hat!!!! It is essential that the greens
are aerated and levels of thatch are kept to a minimum- this is what keeps them as free
draining and, hopefully, good for as long as possible.
( The hollow tining or coring, was all done on the one day, which is a mammoth task. It ties
up the full team and both tractors, to get the cores cleared onto the trailer and away there was about a trailer load from each green!!. Because of this, when it came to getting
the sand on and brushed in, the next day, we only had time to get one load of sand onto
each green. Since then, weather, staffing levels, and normal ongoing maintenance have
not allowed us to get more sand on, to get the holes completely filled. We will hopefully
get this done soon, but if we do not get round to it, we will get them topped up when the
greens are scarified, later on this month)
As mentioned last month, the guys who did the drainage and the "Shockwave" aeration on
the first and second, are coming back in to do all the rest of the fairways. This will entail
closure of a hole or holes for operator safety, so please be patient while this task is
ongoing, it should take around 4 or 5 days to complete.
We have also begun aerating with the solid tiner ( verti- drain ) on areas of rough,
walkways etc, trying to identify problem areas and open them up and hopefully get the
water off them and into the soil. This should again help keep the course more playable
through the closed season.
If the conditions are right, I think we could get growth for a few more weeks yet and we
will keep cutting fairways and rough as long as we can, until the conditions are no longer
suitable. Fingers crossed we could have a reasonable closed season, given the drainage
work and aeration work being done, and, when we get back to Springtime and thoughts
of warm Summer days are in our minds, we will hopefully be going into the new season
with less wet, soft, muddy areas, than we have had over the last few years.....but time will
tell!!!!
Finally, congratulations to all the Match play winners and on a personal note, I finally
managed to win the Russell Trophy, which my dad won 48 years ago and always said after
that, that it was one of the hardest trophies to win....aye, right Dad!!! Lol
Until next time, from Andy and the rest of your hardworking greens team.

SPONSOR'S DAY

Congratulations to Team Prego for winning this years Sponsor 's Day. Thank-you to
all our Sponsor 's for a great turnout and your support throughout the year

FRANK B. CRAIG INVITATIONAL SCRAM BLE

Congratulations to the Team of Craig
Logan, David Howieson, Fraser Forrest
and Alan Easton (Stirling) for winning
the

Frank

B.

Craig

Invitational

Scramble with a score of 49.
Thanks once again go to Frank Craig
for his sponsorship of this event.
Please visit their w ebsit e or store in
Larkhall for all your electrical needs!

M ATCHPLAY W INNERS
Congrat ulat ions t o all t his years winners!
Anst rut her Cup - H. Green

Barr Trophy - C. Gray & E. Gray

Harvie of Brownlie Trophy -

Seniors' Trophy - D. Pollock

A. McDonald

Junior Summer Cup - C. Wilson

Brooks Trophy - C. MacNicol

Russell Trophy (play off)

Smyllum Trophy - K. Ferguson

- A. Colquhoun

& J. McFarlane

125 BEGINNERS CLUB
Per f ect Ch r ist m as gif t !!
The 125 Beginner 's Membership is aimed to introduce absolute beginners to the
game of golf at Carluke Golf Club.
The new 125 member should be introduced to the Club by any current member with
the annual fee being £125, which should be paid on submission of the application
form.
The membership will last 12 months effective from when it was taken out and will
include:
1. A swipe card for access to the Clubhouse, locker room and facilities
2. Social membership for events and functions
3. Unlimited use of the practice nets, putting green, short-game area and six-hole
course
4. Use of designated donated clubs
5. A free lesson from the Club Professional
6. Complimentary pitch repairer and ball marker
Please contact Annie Sinclair if you are interested on 07833204180 or contact the Club
at marketing@carlukegolfclub.com or on any of our social media channels.

END OF YEAR SURVEY
Keep an eye out in your Inbox for the end of year survey and please remember the
importance of your reply as this helps the Committee make positive changes to your
Club.

This year we asked where you would like available funds spent and as a result the
following are examples of improvements have been made to the course:
-

extensive drainage at the 1st and 2nd rough
1st green drainage
additional money spent on fertiliser, chemicals etc to enhance course in general
Contract with Pro Turf Care for greens maintenance throughout the year
11th handrail

